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January 2018 
 
EDUCATION             .   

Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA 
PhD, Public Policy, expected May 2018 

Dissertation: “Public Policy and Youth Substance Use” 
Committee: Profs. Charles Courtemanche (Economics; advisor), James Marton (Economics), Gregory Lewis  

(Public Management and Policy), Michael Pesko (Economics), and Jidong Huang (Public Health) 
 
The University of Georgia, Athens, GA 
MPA, Master of Public Administration and Policy, May 2012 

 
FIELDS OF SPECIALIZATION 

Economics of Health Behaviors, Causal Inference, Program Evaluation, Health Services Research 

 
RESEARCH 

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
“What Causes People to Change Their Opinion about Climate Change?” (with Risa Palm and Gregory Lewis).  

Annals of the American Association of Geographers, 107(4), 883-896. 
“Do High Fidelity Wraparound Services Save Money in the Long Run?” (with Angela Snyder, James Marton,  

Susan McLaren, and Mei Zhou) Forthcoming at Journal of Mental Health Policy and Economics.  
“Migrant Entrepreneurship in China: Entrepreneurial Transitions and Firm Performance” (with Liu Yang and  

Lin Ye). Forthcoming at Small Business Economics. 
“Social Media and the Social Good: How Nonprofits Use Facebook to Communicate with the Public.” (with  

Gregory Saxton, Chao Guo, and I-Hsuan Chiu) China Third Sector Research, 1, 40-54 
 

WORKING PAPERS 
“The Effects of E-Cigarettes Minimum Legal Sales Age Laws on Youth Substance Use” (with Dhaval Dave and  

Michael Pesko) National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper No. 23313. 
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“Marijuana Legalization and Interest in Marijuana: Evidence from Google Trends.” Available at SSRN:  
https://ssrn.com/abstract=3053263  

“Cross-National Variation in Determinants of Climate Change Attitudes” (with Risa Palm and Gregory Lewis) 
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
“Can Cigarette Taxes Still Reduce Teen Smoking?” (with Charles Courtemanche) 
“Compliance Check Inspections of Tobacco Retailers and Youth Cigarette Access and Use” (with Michael  

Pesko) 

 
POPULAR PRESS  

“What Causes People to Change Their Opinion about Climate Change?” (with Risa Palm and Gregory Lewis)  
Forbes.com. Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/marshallshepherd/2017/11/01/study-says-publics-
politics-are-correlated-with-climate-change-opinion-they-shouldnt-be/#4c1b4e4f25fa  

“The Effects of E-Cigarettes Minimum Legal Sales Age Laws on Youth Substance Use” (with Dhaval Dave and  
Michael Pesko) MarketWatch. Available at: https://www.marketwatch.com/story/e-cigarette-laws-make-
more-young-people-smoke-actual-cigarettes-2017-04-10  

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS            . 

Provost's Dissertation Fellowship, Georgia State University, 2017–2018  
2017 APPAM Equity and Inclusion Fellowship, November 2017  
Office of the Provost, Georgia State University Fellowship, July 2015 – June 2016  
Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco Fellow, February 2015 
Andrew Young School Graduate Fellowship, August 2014 – Present 
The Georgia Students for Public Administration and Policy Competition, February 18, 2012  

The First Place in School of Public and International Affairs, The University of Georgia  
 
CONFERENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 

2017:  American Society for Public Administration, Atlanta, GA 
Boston 2017 Congress: International Health Economics Association, Boston, MA 
Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management, Chicago, IL 

 
2016:  6th Biennial Conference of the American Society of Health Economics, Philadelphia, PA 

Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 22nd Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL 
  American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA 
  Research & Policy Conference Child, Adolescent, And Young Adult Behavioral Health, Tampa, FL 
 
2015:  Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco 21st Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA 
         Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management, Miami, FL 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
           . 
Graduate Research Assistant, Tobacco Center of Regulatory Science (TCORS), Georgia State University,  

Atlanta, GA, July 2016-present 

Graduate Research Assistant, Office of The Provost, Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA,  
July 2015-present 

Graduate Research Assistant, Georgia Health Policy Center (GHPC), Georgia State University, Atlanta,  
GA, August 2014-June 2015 

Georgia Health Policy Center (GHPC), Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA, August 2014-June 2015                                                 
• Assisted in compilation of annual report of Georgia Care Management Entities using High-Fidelity 

Wraparound for the Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities 
• Assisted in development of program evaluation protocols, data cleaning tools, and quantitative analysis 
• Performed statistical analysis and wrote quantitative section of final report on child and adolescent 

behavioral and mental health issues 
Tobacco Center of Regulatory Science (TCORS), Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA, August 2014-present 

• Assisted in survey design and statistical analysis in the project of understanding public perception of 
electronic nicotine delivery system (ENDS) 

• Provided analytical support for building an integrated research agenda in tobacco control and regulatory 
science 

 
MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS            . 

American Society of Health Economics (ASHEcon) 
American Economic Association (AEA) 
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM) 
American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) 
Academy of Management (AoM) 
Association of American Geographers (AAG) 
Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) 
Southern Economic Association (SEA) 
Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco (SRNT) 
 
RELEVANT SKILLS AND TRAINING 

Computer Skills: Stata, R, LaTeX, SAS, ArcGIS, Java, MS Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Publisher), 
Quicken, QuickBooks, Blackboard and Desire2Learn Learning Platforms, Dreamweaver, Adobe Acrobat. 
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Associate Professor 
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